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The year 2013 was worthy of commemoration as the 50th an-
niversary for the Division of the Heijō Palace Site Investigations’ 
establishment and the 40th anniversary for that of the Division of 
Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations. The Nara National Re-
search Institute for Cultural Properties has been participating in 
excavations at the Heijō Palace site since 1954, and has conducted 
such excavations on a continual basis from 1959. In 1963 the Divi-
sion of the Heijō Palace Site Investigations was founded when poli-
cy was put in place for the national government to protect the entire 
precinct of the Heijō Palace site, and for its continual investigation 
through excavation. For 50 years since that time it has conducted 
the excavation of the Heijō Palace site and various types of research 
based upon the results. At present the excavated area extends to 130 
hectares (320 acres) and comprises more that one third of the site.
Meanwhile, in the Asuka region the conservation of the historic 
landscape of the village of Asuka became an issue from the latter 
part of the 1960s, and in the same manner as for the Heijō Palace 
site, it was decided to conduct the investigation and preservation 
of the Asuka region including the Fujiwara Palace site as a national 
project. After being set up as a section in 1970, the Division of 
Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations was founded in 1973, 
and since then has been continually carrying out the investigations 
of sites in the Asuka/Fujiwara region. 
Over the years, at the Heijō Palace site many results have been 
achieved which have rewritten the history of the Nara period, such 
as the identification of features of the Former Imperial Audience 
Hall, and the discovery of the eastern projection of the palace pre-
cinct and the East Palace Garden in its southeast corner. In the 
Asuka/Fujiwara region as well, a great part has been played in re-
constructing the historic image of the seventh century, for which 
documentary sources are not plentiful, through excavation of the 
Ishigami and Mizuochi sites, the artisans’ workshop compound at 
the Asukaike site, as well as temples such as Moto Yakushiji.
In 2007 the two Divisions were joined together as the Depart-
ment of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations. The investigative re-
search of ancient capital sites is a major component of the duties 
of the Institute, and its empirical research along with compari-
sons to written documents is highly esteemed. Looking toward 
the next ten years, we intend to continue furthering such research 
with newly gained perspectives. 
都城発掘調査部記念の年 Commemorative Year for the 
Department of Imperial Palace Sites 
Investigations
復原された大極殿とその前面での発掘調査
The reconstructed Former Imperial Audience Hall, and excavation 
in the area to its front
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